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1. Title:Regional Powers as Leaders or Rambos? The Ambivalent Behaviour of Brazil

and South Africa in Regional Economic Integration

Author(s):Krapohl, Sebastian. Meissner, Katharina L.Muntschick, Johannes

Abstract:The behaviour of regional powers towards their own regions is often volatile in the
developing world, which leads to unstable integrationprocesses. This article argues that this
volatility is due to limited intra-regional gains from regional integration in developing regions,
which implies that the behaviour of regional powers is constrained by extra-regional economic
interests. When regional integration is not in conflict with extra-regional interests, regional powers
provide regional leadership. However, when extra-regional interests are in conflict with regional
integration, regional powers become regional Rambos. This argument is illustrated with the two
examples of Brazil's behaviour in Mercosur and South Africa's behaviour in SADC. Both regional
powers provided leadership during some periods of the regional integration processes, but became
Rambos when important extra-regional interests were at stake. This damaged regional integration
processes in South America and Southern Africa considerably.

Full Text: 01

2. Title: The Path of European Institutional and Economic Integration: WhatLessons for Latin
America?

Author(s):Dorrucci, Ettore. Firpo, Stefano.Fratzscher, Marcel.Mongelli, Francesco Paolo
Abstract:What lessons can be drawn from the European experience with regional integration
that started in the 1950s, for regional integration in Latin America, which is still in its early stages?
We present here a new indicator of institutional integration and study how it developed vis--vis
diverse measures of economic integration. We find that Latin America is currently less
economically integrated not only than the European Union today, but in some cases even than the
EU at the beginning of its regional integration process. A cluster analysis illustrates that the link
between institutional and economic integration has worked both ways throughout the European
experience. The more institutional integration went beyond the creation of a customs union and
moved towards a common market and an economic and monetary union, the deper economic
integration turned out. Increasing economic integration in turn corroborated and sustained the

process of 218 EtoreDorruccietal.institutionalintegration.JEL Clasifications: E42, F15, F33, F4
Full Text: 02

3. Title: Regional integration in Africa versus higher levels of intra-Africa trade

Author(s): Jordaan, Andre C.

Abstract:Regional integration arrangements have mushroomed worldwide, both on
intra-regional and extra-regional levels. On an intra-regional level, Africa faces a complicated grid
of multiple and overlapping membership of several regional integration organisations, aiming to
increase intra-regional trade and cooperation. In this study, a comparative analysis will be
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executed, based on an intra-regional breakdown of trade, using the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa classification of countries according to geographical region. The level of
intra-regional trade will be determined, whereafter the level of inter-regional trade will be
established and, lastly, trade with the rest of the world. It seems that despite the high level of
regional integration within Africa, it does not necessarily stimulate intra-Africa trade to expected
levels as proposed by literature. A regional integration strategy that would cause deeper
integration is crucial if the continent is to play a rightful role in the global arena.

Full Text: 03

4. Title: Productivity Effects of United States Multinational Enterprises: The Roles of Market
Orientation and Regional Integration

Author(s): Smeets, Roger. Wei, Yingqi

Abstract: Smeets R. and Wei Y. Productivity effects of United States multinational enterprises:
the roles of market orientation and regional integration, Regional Studies. This paper considers the
role of market orientation and regional integration in foreign direct investment (FDI) productivity
effects. Using data of United States multinational enterprises operating in eight industries and
thirteen Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries during
1987-2003, the productivity effects of local market-oriented FDI versus export-oriented FDI are
compared, with the latter being split into FDI oriented at the parent and that at parties in third
countries. Their productivity effects are also considered within two regional agreements: the
Canadian-United States Free Trade Agreement (CUSFTA) and the European Union. Robust
positive horizontal effects of parent firm-oriented FDI and third-country-oriented FDI are found,
with notable differences in the effects of these FDI types between CUSFTA and the European
Union. [image omitted] Smeets R. et Wei Y. Les effetsproductivite des societesmultinationales
aux Ue: le role de l'orientationmarche et del'integrationregionale, Regional Studies. Cet article
cherche a evaluer le role de l'orientationmarche et de I'integrationregionaledans
leseffetsproductivite de I'IDE. A partir des donneessur les societesmultinationales aux E-U
installeesdanshuit industries et treize pays-membres de I'OCDE entre 1987 et 2003, on compare
les effetsproductivite de I'lDEorientevers le marche local a I'DE a vocationexportatrice, ce dernier
etantdivise entre I'lDEorientevers lamaison-mere et celui qui estorientevers des
partenairessitueesdans des pays tiers. On considereaussileurseffetsproductivitedansdeux zones
regionales: a savoir, la CUSFTA (la zone du libre-echange entre le Canada et les Etats-Unis) et
I'Ue. Il s'avere deseffetshorizontauxpositifssoutenus quant a I'IDEorientevers la maison-mere et les
pays tiers, y comprisd'importantes differences des effets de ces categoriesd'IDE entre la CUSFTA
et I'Ue. Retombees IDE Orientation marche Integration regionaleSmeets R. und Wei Y.
ProduktivitatseffektemultinationalerUnternehmen in den USA: die Rolle der Marktorientierung
und regionalen Integration, Regional Studies. In diesemBeitraguntersuchenwir die Rolle der
Marktorientierung und regionalen Integration auf die
ProduktivitatseffekteauslandischerDirektinvestitionen. Anhand der Daten
US-amerikanischermultinationalerUnternehmen, die zwischen 1987 und 2003 in achtBranchen
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und 13 OECD-Staatentatigwaren, vergleichenwir die Produktivitatseffekte von am
lokalenMarktorientiertenAuslandsdirektinvestitionenmitdenen
vonexportorientiertenAuslandsdirektinvestitionen, wobei in der
zweitenKategoriezwischenlnvestitionen, diesich an der Muttergesellschaftorientieren, und
Investitionen, die sich an Parteien in Drittlandernorientieren, unterschiedenwurde.
Ebensountersuchenwir die

Auswirkungen auf die Produktivitatinnerhalb von zweiRegionalabkommen:dem CUSFTA und der
EU. Wirfindenrobuste positive horizontaleAuswirkungen auf die muttergesellschafts- und
drittlandorientiertenAuslandsdirektinvestitionen, wobeisichimVergleichzwischen CUSFTA und
EU deutlicheUnterschiedehinsichtlich der AuswirkungendieserArten
vonAuslandsdirektinvestitionenzeigen.
UbertragungendurchAuslandsdirektinvestitionenMarktorientierungRegionale Integration Smeets
R. y Wei Y.Efectos de productividad de empresasmultinacionales de los EstadosUnidos: los roles
de la oientacionmercantil y la integracion regional, Regional Studies. Enestearticuloanalizamos el
papel de la orientacionmercantil y la integracion regional enlos efectos de productividad de la
Inversion DirectaExtranjera (IDE). Con ayuda de datos de
empresasmultinacionalesestadounidensesqueoperaronen 8 industrias y 13 paises de la OCDE
durante 1987-2003, comparamoslos efectos de la productividad de la IDE enmercados locales con
la IDE enmercados de exportacion,esta ultima dividida entre la IDE para sociedades matrices y
partidosenpaisesterceros. Asimismoconsideramossusefectos de productividaden el marco de dos
acuerdosregionales: el CUSFTA (Tratado de LibreComercio entre Canada y EstadosUnidos) y la
UE. Observamossolidosefectoshorizontalespositivos de la IDE ensociedades matrices y la
IDEenpaisesterceros, con notables diferenciasen los efectos de estostipos de IDE entre el

CUSFTA y la UE. Deshordamientos de la IDEOrientacionmercantillntegracion regional.
Full Text: 04

5. Title:Home Region Focus and Technical Efficiency of Multinational Enterprise The
Moderating Role of Regional Integration

Author(s):Banalieva, ElitsaR.. Santoro, Michael D. Jiang, Joy Ruihua

Abstract:The transaction costs economics (TCE) perspective on regionalization suggests that
multinational enterprises (MNESs) would experience advantages from regionalization and, hence,
greater technical efficiency from a high home region focus (HRF). We extend this TCE
perspective by proposing that whether a regional (i.e., higher HRF) or global (i.e., lower HRF)
strategy leads to greater technical efficiency depends on the degree of regional integration (i.e.,
economic and policy) of the MNESs' home regions. This is the first study in the regional/global
strategies literature to analyze the effects of HRF and regional integration (economic and policy)
on firms' technical efficiency performance. We suggest that advantages from regionalization arise
when firms align their HRF strategy with the degree of regional integration; disadvantages from
regionalization can arise when the two are misaligned. Our empirical analysis on a sample of 645
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manufacturing Triad MNEs during 2000-2006 provides overall support for our conceptual

framework.
Full Text: 05

6+ Title:Does economic integration stimulate capital mobility? An analysis of four regional
economic communities in Africa

Author(s):Kumar, Saten. Sen, Rahul. Srivastava, Sadhana

Abstract:It is well known that high levels of regional integration enable portfolio risk
diversification and capital mobility. While there have been a number of empirical attempts to
verify the presence of capital mobility using the Feldstein-Horioka (FH) approach, none of them
to the best of our knowledge have explicitly examined capital mobility changes across regional
economic groupings in Africa, analyzing sub-samples to compare effects of pre-versus post
integration. Filling this gap in the literature, this paper analyzes how some major regional
economic integration initiatives, such as SACU (South African Customs Union), UEMOA (West
African Economic and Monetary Union), COMESA (Common Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa) and ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States)) have influenced capital
mobility in their member countries. To estimate the investment and savings relationship, we
usePedroni's (2004) fully modified ordinary least squares (FMOLS) panelcointegration method,
applying to a sample of 25 African countries for which annual data is available from 1960 to 20009.
To assess robustness of our results, we also employ the fixed effects, random effects and Mark and
Sul's (2003) dynamic OLS (DOLS) methods. Our findings suggest that international capital
mobility has only slightly increased in the African countries due to these agreements. (C) 2013

Elsevier B. V. All rights reserved.
Full Text: 06

7+ Title: Varieties of regional economic integration and labor internationalism: The case of
Japanese trade unions in comparison

Author(s):Gajewska, Katarzyna

Abstract:This article examines whether Japanese trade unions have developed greater levels of
international cooperation as a result of increased regional integration, i.e. economic partnerships
with Asian counterparts in the 2000s. Labor rights at the regional level or resources that allow
workers to organize are absent in the Japanese case; therefore, its analysis enriches understanding
of the impact of those elements on labor internationalism in varieties of international regional
integration. Economic partnership agreements were found not to be an incentive for building
relations among Japanese and fellow international trade unions. Instead, cooperation was found to
be contingent on already established ties. The article also demonstrates a growing interest among
Japanese and other trade unions in responding to regional projects of the East Asian Community
and Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC).

Full Text: 07
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8. Title: Regional economic integrations in the post-Soviet Eurasia: Ananalysis on causes of
inefficiency

Author(s):SeldaAtik

Abstract:In post-Soviet Eurasia, established several regional economic integrations in order to
develop the regional economic cooperationand adapt to the world economy. These integrations,
participated by the countries also referred to as the Commonwealth ofIndependent States (CIS),
have remained on paper as ineffective formations that are far away from achieving their common
goals.The findings obtained through the statistical data of the countries included in the region
concerning the causes of inefficiency can belisted as inadequacy in converging with the rules of
market economy and in adapting to the world economy, differences inmacroeconomic structures
(national income and income distribution, industrialization, national and foreign
directinvestments,foreign trade capacity and balance of payments), regional conflicts of interest
and claim of power, lack of common goals,geographical position, and the contradictions created
by being member to the World Trade Organization (WTQ) and to regionalintegrations.

Full Text:0 8

9. Title:China’s Regional Trade and DomesticMarket Integrations

Author(s):Zhenhui Xu and Jianyong Fan

Abstract:The global economic crisis in 2007 forced China to move from export-led growth to
promoting domesticdemand. The move is significant, but the success of this new growth strategy
depends critically on the levelof domestic market integrations. In this paper, we use the
methodology proposed by Anderson andWincoop to examine China’s domestic
marketintegrations. We find evidence of border effects at bothnational and regional levels with
significant regional differences, but they are smaller than some earlierstudies suggest. Income
growth, lower transportation costs, and higher intra-industry trade all have positiveeffects on
China’s regional trade. Among the factors affecting regional trade, a better business environment
has the largest positive impact on lifting China’s domestic trade between regions, especially in
intermediategoods, suggesting that improving business environment should be the priority of
government at all levels inChina.

Full Text:09

10. Title:Economic Rights and Regional Integration: Considering the EU and ASEAN Charters
within the Perspective of Global Regional Integration

Author(s): Ali M. EI-Agraa

Abstract:The paper is confined to addressing the question of whether a relationship exists
between 'economic rights' and ‘regional integrationconfined because the title has several
manifestations and interpretations. I categorically assert that there is not: regional integration is
governed by WTO's Article XXIV, which is utterly silent on ‘economic rights', or for that matter
‘human rightshuman rights being the basic rights to which all humans are entitled\ often held to
include the right to life and liberty, freedom of thought and expression, and equality before the law.
I find that the EU is the only regional integration scheme that has been endeavouring to give
economic rights a legally-binding basis, but this will not happen fully even when the Lisbon
Treaty has been ratified, due to the enactment not being embracive since Poland and the UK have
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opt-out protocols; thus rendering the term regional integration somewhat meaningless within this
context. This, however should not distract from the fact that the EU has been able to make
progress with and achieve the promotion of human rights in areas where single member state
efforts have been to no avail; feats that would otherwise not have been possible without the
creation of a single European state. The implications of this for the yet-to-be-ratified ASEAN
Charter are briefly tackled where they are pertinent within the EU context.

Full Text: 10

11. Title:Regional integration in Africa versus higher levels of intra-Africa trade
Author(s):Jordaan, Andre C.

Abstract: Regional integration arrangements have mushroomed worldwide, both
onintra-regional and extra-regional levels. On an intra-regional level, Africa faces a
complicated grid of multiple and overlapping membership of several regional
integration organisations, aiming to increase intra-regional trade and cooperation. In
this study, a comparative analysis will be executed, based on an intra-regional
breakdown of trade, using the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
classification of countries according to geographical region. The level of
intra-regional trade will be determined, whereafter the level of inter-regional trade
will be established and, lastly, trade with the rest of the world. It seems that despite
the high level of regional integration within Africa, it does not necessarily stimulate
intra-Africa trade to expected levels as proposed by literature. A regional integration
strategy that would cause deeper integration is crucial if the continent is to play a
rightful role in the global arena.

12, Title:Globalization, Cultural Openness, and Public Preferences for East Asian
Economic Integration in South Korea
Author(s):Kwon, Hyeok Yong
Abstract: This article investigates the determinants of public preferences forregional
economic integration in East Asia. Despite the "wave of scholarly enthusiasm™ in
support of regional integration, the public demand side of the story has not been
clearly elucidated. Focusing on the public preferences for regional economic
integration, this articleemploys two theoretical approaches: the economic approach
and the cultural approach. The results of empirical analysis using the 2006Chicago
Council on Global Affairs-East Asia Institute survey on public perceptions of
international relations indicate that both the economic and cultural approaches help
explain variations in public preferences for regional economic integration in East Asia.
Korean citizens with a positive view of economic globalization or higher levels of
cultural tolerance tend to support Northeast Asian economic integration. Furthermore,
the results find that perceived security threats from Japan hinder the support for
regional economic integration, whereas perceptions of increasing fair trade with
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China and anti-Americanismincrease public support. These findings suggest that the
factors driving public preferences for regional economic integration in East Asia are
multifaceted and context-specific.

13. Title:Regional Integration, Growth and ConvergenceSO Journal of Economic
Integration

Author(s):Velde, Dirk Willem te

Abstract: This paper examines empirically whether and how regional integration
leads to convergence and growth amongst developing countries. Usingstandard
growth models for nearly 100 developing countries over1970-2004 we cannot
establish robust growth effects of regional integration as such at the aggregated level
of analysis even after using alternative measures of regional integration. However,
because we find that trade and FDI promote growth, and because regional integration
tends to increase trade and FDI, regional integration still has a positive impact on
growth in its members through the effects of increased trade and investment on
growth. Further, country-specific growth diagnostics do suggest that regional
integration can be a binding constraint to growth as “deep” regional approaches can
help to addresscrucial rail, road, air and energy links amongst countries (e.g. in the
East African Community). Our findings also suggest that initially high levels of
regional income disparities will lead to greater decreases in disparities. Whilst the
level of intra-regional trade and incomes do not explain changes in income disparities,
the presence of a regional Development Finance Institutions (e.g. Central American or
East African development banks) with a relatively high loan exposure to GDP ratio
tends to reduce regional income disparities suggesting a useful role for deeper
integration in achieving regional cohesion. A one percentage point increase in
exposure by DFIs leads to a drop of ¢ of about one percentage point. Finally, while
the macro economic literature on regional integration tends to highlight only limited
expected effects ofAfrican regional integration itself, our work at the firm level in
three African countries (Benin, Malawi and South Africa) is indicative of significant
dynamic effects of regional integration through the effects on firm level productivity
in Africa. We suggest that in the future, further growth analytical work is undertaken
which combines the development of methods to examine the effects of regions and
measurementof the various types of regional integration.

14, Title: DE FACTO AND DE JURE REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION
IN EAST ASIA: HOW DO THEY INTERACT

Author(s):Nicolas, Francoise

Abstract: A salient feature of the East Asian region is the persistent
discrepancybetween the progress in de facto and de jure economic integration.
EastAsia has long been said to be the champion of loose regional economicintegration,
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with deepening intra-regional trade and investment linkages in the absence of any
formal cooperative scheme. However, an oft-heard claim is that East Asia has been
shifting recently towards an institution-based form of regional economic cooperation,
primarily as a result of the 1997-98 financial crisis. Next to post-crisis financial
cooperative schemes under the ASEAN+3, the surge of Regional Trade Agreements
(RTAS) involving East Asian countries is thought by some tofurther substantiate this
claim. The objective of the paper is twofold; first, to assess the validity of the
aforementioned claim; and second,to examine the links between de facto and de jure
economic integration in East Asia compared to other regions of the world. In the
process, the sequencing between trade and monetary cooperation is also addressed.
Thepaper starts by providing a candid assessment of the current state of play of
economic cooperation in East Asia (de jure integration), both from the trade and the
financial/monetary perspective, and highlights the limitations of the formal regional
integration movement in East Asia to date. As a next step, it explores the changing
nature of intra-regional trade and investment linkages, contrasts it to the situation in
other parts of the world such as Europe and examines to what extent this new form of
interdependence may be instrumental in making formal regional economic schemes
more attractive. A major conclusion is that de facto trade integration may not
automatically leadto deeper regional trade cooperation de jure and that its impact is
likely to be stronger on monetary cooperation projects.

15, Title:A STUDY ON THE GROWTH EFFECT OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC
INTEGRATION FOR MALAYSIA, PHILIPPINES AND THAILAND
Author(s):Gao, Zhihong. Pang, Dandan

Abstract:Economic globalization plays an important role around the world.However,
developing countries are searching different ways to improve their economic growth.
One of the choices is regional economic integration. The most famous one for
north-north regional economic integration is Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). This paper tries to analyze the growth effect of ASEAN for the first
threecountries of it (Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand) in order to quantize the
effect through the economic model and study how the economic level of other
member countries can affect one country's economic growth. The study can give a
better understanding of how China should participate in today's trend of regional
economic integration.

16. Title:Regional public management and domestic regional economic integration

in China
Author(s):Tian Zu-hai. Gao Ming
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Abstract: The trend of regional development in China has been very obvious since
reform and, opening up, and the local government management plays an important
role in regional economic development. The conventional form

of governmental governance is a pattern of district administration that based on the
rigid constraint of administrative districts. In this era of economic globalization and
regional integration, the unbalanced development of regional economies in China has
become the shackle of social-economic harmonious development. For the increasing
emergence of internal limitations and deficits in conventional form of governmental
governance and the sharp increase of regional public problems, a new form of
regional public management needs to be created. This paper points out that in the
current condition of narrowing the gap in regional economic development, the
government should break Chinese conventional administrative districts and solve the
public problems that restrict regional economic integration, and conduct institutional
innovation in regional public management through profiting from the overseas
experience in regional public management.

17. Title: Economic Development Patterns and Regional Economic Integration
Modes for the Silk Road Economic Zone

Author(s): Dong Suocheng. Huang Yongbin. Li Zehong. Shi Guangyi. Mao Qiliang.
Li Jun.YuHuilu

Abstract: The Sile Road Economic Zone(SREZ) is a vital strategic channel
connecting Asia, Europe and Africa, which is of great importance to Eurasian
socio-economic coordinated development. Based on the analysis of economic
development patterns for the SREZ, here, typical development modes are proposed
conforming to regional and geopoliticalcharacteristics to promote the sustainable
development of the SREZ. We found that East Asia and Europe's economic growth is
relatively fast andgood, and central Asia and the Middle East show relatively slow
economic growth. Industrial collaborations across SREZ countries are not reasonable
and a great deal of potential economic cooperation remains in the system. Urban areas
mostly locate along major passageways, coastal lines and river basins. The 1~(st),
2~(nd) and 3~(rd) Eurasian Continental Bridges have become the most important
developmental axes. Three modes(core-peripheral collaboration,transportation
economic zone and Silk Road economic integration)are proposed based on our data.
Core-peripheral collaboration is the mode that major countries play leading roles in
shaping double-axis spatial patterns, and bilateral cooperation amongst regions form a
reasonable industrial gradient of international labor divisions. Based on the
transportation network combined with major Eurasian continental bridges, air
passageways and maritime transportation, transportation economic zones can be
formed.Through shaping mutual markets in the SREZ on natural
resources,manufacturing goods and technologies, Chinese currenc internationalization
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should be promoted and several free trade zoneswould be established resulting in Silk
Road economic integration. Based on core-peripheral collaboration and Silk Road
economic integration,the pattern of economic development for Eurasia would be
optimized,thereby driving the sustainable development of the SREZ.

18. Title:The Evolution of Ecology and Environmental Response to the Regional
Economic Integration and the Influence Factors in Jilin Province
Author(s):Yao Li.GuGuofeng
Abstract: This paper puts forward the concept ofecology and environmental
responseto the regional economic integration, and builds response index, response
degree model and evaluation system of regional economic integration. By the
quantitative analysis of the changes and influencefactors on ecology and
environmental response to the regional economic integration in Jilin province from
1991~2010, the following conclusions can be drawn: First, the level of regional
economic integration continues to increase since 1991, while the level of ecology
andenvironmental reveals a general fluctuation trend ofone up and one down and one
up(N). Second, the ecology and environmental response to the regional economic
integration has thepositive response characteristics. Third, the layout of the regional
industrial activity and the accelerating of the market union degree are the main factors
which lead to the influence of ecology and environment response to the regional
economic integration. Finally,the paper put forward some suggestions about how to
speed up the process of regional economic integration and reduce pressure on regional
ecology and environmental in order to make the region become healthily, orderly and
harmoniously.

19, Title:REGIONAL INTEGRATION OF THE YANGTZE RIVER MIDDLE
REACHES URBANAGGLOMERATIONS: MEASURING AND COMPARISON
Author(s):Li XueSong. Sun BoWen

Abstract:Since the development strategy of central China was carried out,three urban
agglomerations as Wuhan City Circle,Changsha Zhuzhou Xiangtan City Cluster and
Poyang Lake Ecological Economic Zone have been formed along the middle reaches
of the Yangtze River. It is the basic and strategic direction for the Yangtze River
Middle Reaches Urban Agglomerations to carry forward the integratiprocess,promote
the regional updating of industrial structure and forge the fourth pole of Chinese
economic development. Apparently,the accelerating of regional integration of
theYangtze River Middle Reaches Urban Agglomerations is not only beneficial to
carry on the competitive industry transferring to promote locative industry
development,but also is beneficial to promote the development of the Central Henan
Urban Agglomeration and deliver the developing potential energy of eastern areas
toward the western areas,thus narrowing the development gap between western areas

21



RN BRIE 2015 5 3 3] EL5F 10 Y] e e e N Ay

and eastern ones,which are of great significance. In this paper,we adopted the threes
dimensions of density,distance and segmentation to evaluate the regional integration
level and built the evaluation systems in reference to the report of World
Development Report 2009: Reshaping Economic Geography by the World Bank in
2010. In addition,we adopted certain data from 2000 to 2010 and made practical
investigation in the respective city cluster areas. What is more,we made analysis of
the date through taking advantage of the method of AHP and Standard Deviation to
measure the specific integration level of Wuhan City Circle,Changsha Zhuzhou
Xiangtan City Cluster and Poyang Lake Ecological Economic Zone,and finally made
a comparison. The results were as follows: (1) The integration level of Changsha
Zhuzhou Xiangtan City Cluster showed best,Wuhan City Circle followed and the
Poyang Lake Ecological EconomicZone was the lowest,and the three urban
agglomerations integration levels showed a growing trend. (2) The difference in
market integration,administrative integration and social integration were obvious of
the three urban agglomerations as Wuhan City Circle,Changsha Zhuzhou Xiangtan
City Cluster and Poyang Lake Ecological Economic Zone,however,the difference
were narrowing. (3) Wuhan City Circle integration level were improving steadily
under the promotion of strategy of energy saving,environment protective
construction;Changsha Zhuzhou Xiangtan City Cluster showed unigue advantage as
the earliestexperiment site; Poyang Lake Ecological Economic Zone showed
obviouslater mover advantage. Finally,we tried to sweep away the obstacles of
regional integration of the urban clusters,and put forwards certain suggestions to build
the linkage mechanism of regional development.

20, Title:A study on the realization of economic integration in the Baltic Sea
region

Author(s): A 9=

Abstract: This paper examines the problems of realization of economic integration
in the Baltic region basing on geopolitical and geo-economical frames.Geopolitical
and geo-economical approach still continue to play basicrole in regulation strategy of
state and the region through politicaland economic problems in the space and valuable
role in the politics ofmutual relations in European Union, Russia and NATO. For the
realizationof economic integration in the Baltic Sea region, geopolitical
aspectbecomes a big obstacle. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the countries of
Central Europe and Eastern Europe joined NATO and European Union, this brought
geopolitical changes into Russian interests and strong influence that with the
Kaliningrad exclave made geopoliticalsituation even more complicated. There are the
problems in Latvia and Lithuania for the status of using Russian language and the
problem of transition in the exclaved Russian territory that continue to isolate the
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region. Especially in North Europe, gas pipe brought tremendousgeopolitical changes
that led to “game changer”. With this, mid-easternEuropean countries and USA looks
like a resurrection/revival of Paris-Berlin-Moscow geopolitical axis. In such a
geopolitical situation, geo-economical aspect plays a big role for the realization of
economicintegration in the Baltic sea region. Actually, the economical development
and the structure are very weak in the three Baltic countries and Poland, Russian
Northwest regions. There is rapid increase of SME (small & medium enterprises) that
changes economic structure but still economic index is too low. However, being a
small country with such a low economic potential, it has favorable economic and
geographical location that connects transportation between Russia and the West that
has a very important meaning. In this dimension, transnational, cross-border and
trans-regional network of the Baltic Sea region becomes a cornerstone for economic
integration. Especially, geographical proximity, economic complementarity and
physical infrastructure of the Baltic Sea countries fulfill the basic conditions well.
Meanwhile, between Russia and the European Union there have beenplundered the
formation of a Common European Economic Space for formation of which, it shows
the problems of realization in a new integration standards; there are a lot of problems
in the process ofdifferentiation and integration, a lot of difficulties related to
thedilemma of national interests and security, which are very serious and have a lot of
hardships. From this, the most important thing is creation of harmony of mutual
interests in Russia and European Union. Therefore, in the regional level, there must be
the continuous politics of cooperation and creation of the political cooperation process
in the economic integration between Northwestern Russia and Europe that seemsquite
urgent strategy.

BB
LA_ESCHROR H oK B Web of Science Ittt 52 51 30 51 (SSCD, H A7 A A “Full
Text"FRIRRZ IR AL SR8, WA R B AT N EMF.
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